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Prime Minister Hashimoto. But we will
have to work on that.

NOTE: The exchange began at 5:30 p.m. at the
Sofitel Hotel. A tape was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this exchange.

Memorandum on Crime Victims’
Rights
June 27, 1996

Memorandum for the Attorney General

Subject: Renewing Our Commitment to
Crime Victims

We have made tremendous progress over
the last 3 years in reducing crime and making
America safer. Nonetheless, crime continues
to affect the lives of millions of Americans,
greatly diminishing their sense of safety and
security.

For too long, the rights and needs of crime
victims and witnesses have been overlooked
in the criminal justice system. Through the
Violent Crime Control and Law Enforce-
ment Act of 1994 and the Antiterrorism and
Effective Death Penalty Act of 1996, we have
begun to address this problem. But those im-
portant measures are not enough.

As important as the protections those laws
provide are, they do not—and cannot—give
victims equal status with the accused. That’s
the next step we need to take.

I strongly believe that victims should be
central participants in the criminal justice
system, and that it will take a constitutional
amendment to give the rights of victims the
same status as the rights of the accused. In
the interim, I want my Administration to do
everything possible to ensure that victims’
rights are respected and that victims’ partici-
pation in the criminal justice process is en-
couraged and facilitated. Our Federal inves-
tigators and prosecutors should not simply
comply with the letter of the law, they should
also fulfill the spirit of the law.

That is why I am directing you to take a
number of important steps that will improve
the treatment of victims in the Federal,
State, military, and juvenile criminal justice
systems.

First, I am directing you to undertake a
system-wide review and to take all necessary

steps to provide for full victim participation
in Federal criminal proceedings. I want you
to hold the Federal system to a higher stand-
ard of victims’ rights than ever before. In par-
ticular, I want you to adopt a nationwide
automated victim information and notifica-
tion system so that we can better inform and
protect crime victims.

Second, I would like you to work with
other Federal agencies whose missions in-
volve them with crime victims in order to
ensure that a common and comprehensive
baseline of participation for victims can be
achieved.

Third, I want you to review existing Fed-
eral statutes to see what further changes
ought to be made. For example, I would like
you to consider legislation that would pro-
hibit employers from dismissing or disciplin-
ing employees who are victims of crime and
whose participation as victims in criminal
proceedings requires them to take time away
from their employment.

Finally, I want you to work with State offi-
cials—governors, attorneys general, legisla-
tors, district attorneys, and judges—and vic-
tims’ rights advocates to identify the needs,
challenges, best practices, and resources nec-
essary to help achieve a uniform national
baseline of protections for victims. The De-
partment of Justice should provide technical
assistance to State and local law enforcement,
as well as other Federal agencies, and serve
as a national clearinghouse for information
about the most effective approaches to realiz-
ing fully the rights of victims of violent crime.

To achieve these objectives, I expect you
to identify funding needs where and as ap-
propriate. Please report to me in writing as
soon as possible on the specific steps you will
take to achieve these goals.

William J. Clinton

Remarks With President Chirac on
the G–7 Agenda and an Exchange
With Reporters
June 27, 1996

Terrorism
President Chirac. Ladies and gentlemen,

this press point is, in fact, to explain to you
that we changed our agenda at the G–7: We
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all together were united in condemning the
dreadful bombing that has taken place and
the fact that the United States and Saudi Ara-
bia have fallen victim to this appalling event.

We expressed our deepest sympathy to the
President of the United States and the peo-
ple of the United States as well. And we de-
cided to place terrorism on our agenda as
the very first point for discussion and to pre-
pare a communique in order to fight this
scourge. This is a communique which you
will be receiving at the close of this pre-press
conference, so that you can see the top prior-
ity that we assign to fighting terrorism.

We’ve also agreed to convene a ministerial
conference in about 3 weeks time which will
be attended by the ministers of foreign affairs
and ministers responsible for security at the
level of the eight countries meeting here.
And this is all designed to identify the steps
which will bolster our fight against terrorism.

President Clinton. I want to thank Presi-
dent Chirac and my other G–7 colleagues for
their very powerful statements and their ex-
pression of sympathy to the victims and their
families.

We have once again stood united against
terrorism. We understand that an attack on
one of us is an attack on all of us and that
none of us is invulnerable. Attacks of terror
can occur anywhere, whether in a Paris
metro station or in Manchester or the subway
in Tokyo or the World Trade Center or the
Oklahoma City Federal Building. This latest
act of outrage reminds us of one of the great
burdens of the modern world.

As we become more open, as our borders
become freer to cross, as we can move infor-
mation and money and people and material
across national boundaries more quickly, we
all become more vulnerable to terrorists, to
the organized forces of destruction, to those
who live to kill for ethnic or racial or religious
reasons, especially. And I want to emphasize
that I am convinced that the G–7 leaders are
every bit as determined as I am to take
stronger action.

In the next day or two we will be discuss-
ing, as I said earlier, 40 specific actions we
can take to try to protect our borders, to try
to stop the illegal weapons trade, to try to
stop the money laundering and illegal cur-
rency transactions, to try to protect the wit-

nesses and others who support our efforts
to crack terrorists and their operations. And
then President Chirac, in suggesting this
ministerial, has given us the chance to try
to come up with even more specific steps
that will involve, we hope, even more people
rallying to our cause.

This is a very sad day for the United States.
I have been very moved by the deep and
genuine expressions of condolence by the
President of France and the other leaders
here. But I have been even more moved by
the determination that they have shared with
me in common to take stronger stands
against terrorism, to prevail and not to give
in. That is the message we want to go out
to the world tonight.

Thank you.

Terrorist Attack in Saudi Arabia
Q. Mr. President, is there anything tonight

that you discussed that might have an effect
on the type of bombing that took place in
Saudi Arabia, any difference in approach that
that bombing—

President Clinton. Well, among the
things we are looking at, for our next state-
ment on this and for the ministerial meeting,
is the question of whether we can do more
to help each other protect our people against
larger and more powerful explosives, and
perhaps even more important, whether we
can do more to detect them.

If you will recall, when we had the terrible
bomb explosions in Israel several weeks be-
fore the election, one of the things that I
did was to send to the people of Israel the
latest detection equipment that we had to
try to aid them in finding people who had
explosives on their persons or in their cars.
And we believe that made a contribution to
their endeavors.

So one of the things that we are going to
do is to try to figure out how much more
we can do in the area of prevention and how
much more we can do in the area of detec-
tion of explosives, which are becoming the
weapon of choice for terrorists all around the
world.

Extraterritorial Impact of Sanctions
Q. President Clinton and President

Chirac, in your discussions this evening did
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Helms-Burton and the pending legislation
involving Libya and Iran come up, and if so,
did you detect any change of views on the
subjects?

President Clinton. We did not discuss
that at all. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
10:50 p.m. at the Prefecture. President Chirac
spoke in French, and his remarks were translated
by an interpreter. A portion of this exchange could
not be verified because the tape was incomplete.

Statement on House of
Representatives Action To Renew
Most-Favored-Nation Trade Status
for China
June 27, 1996

I applaud the action of the House of Rep-
resentatives to approve my decision to renew
most-favored-nation trade status for China.
The strong bipartisan show of support today
is clear evidence that the American people
agree that engagement, not isolation, is the
best way to advance America’s interests with
China as elsewhere.

This positive vote helps us continue to en-
gage China on a broad range of issues, in-
cluding human rights, nonproliferation,
trade, regional security, and relations with
Taiwan. It enables us to continue to strength-
en cooperation while firmly addressing our
differences. It is a strong vote in favor of
America’s interests.

As I meet with the G–7 leaders, this vote
is also a strong reaffirmation of America’s
continued leadership and engagement in the
world.

I thank the House of Representatives for
its overwhelming support and look forward
to continuing our work with the Congress on
a bipartisan China policy that advances
America’s interests.

Statement on the Death of U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service Director Mollie
Beattie
June 28, 1996

America lost one of its great spirits with
the untimely passing of Mollie Beattie. Mol-

lie was a person who believed in the value
of life and wildlife so deeply that she dedi-
cated her many talents to preserving God’s
gracious Earth.

As the first woman director of the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, Mollie presided
over a sea change in the administration of
the Endangered Species Act by improving
the way Government worked. She was the
number one advocate for our national wild-
life refuges, forever fighting to keep the sys-
tem strong and growing.

Mollie Beattie’s devotion to this Earth and
its creatures was passionate, caring, and wise.
There is a grace and natural beauty in Amer-
ica; because of Mollie our country has even
more of that grace. Hillary and I send our
prayers and sympathies to Mollie’s family.
We will miss her.

Statement on the Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty

June 28, 1996

Today, the Chairman of the Geneva Con-
ference on Disarmament’s (CD) Ad Hoc
Committee on a Nuclear Test Ban tabled a
compromise treaty text that reflects his best
efforts to record agreement and resolve re-
maining issues. This action brings us one step
closer to the day when no nuclear weapons
are detonated anywhere on the face of the
Earth. I applaud this milestone in our efforts
to reduce the nuclear threat and build a safer
world.

American leaders since Presidents Eisen-
hower and Kennedy have believed a com-
prehensive test ban would be a major stride
in the international effort against nuclear
proliferation and toward our ultimate goal of
nuclear disarmament. Over the past four dec-
ades, many world leaders, including
Jawaharlal Nehru of India and Harold Mac-
millan of Great Britain, along with citizens
from around the globe have worked hard to
achieve a CTBT. Today, such a treaty is with-
in our reach.

As President, my most basic duty is to pro-
tect the security of the American people.
That’s why I have made reducing the nuclear
threat one of my highest priorities.
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